ST eS. \ See 
7EC alMerare C#FOEFS 2 


Oet fe UU, 
he Office of the Principal Ge. mes ||, ae 
Fos 4; rw. & a log VY Viger Z 


>. Stan Gillard, 
Sakins Croft, 
rlow, Essex, 
land. 


ar Mr. Gillard, qi 
Thank you for your letter of 13th Margh3'1974. 
President 0. A. U. Idiong Le ia of your 


urch's intention to send fi 1 help to the 
minary, but I am sor ) that you were not 
rnished with p t about the Seminary. 


er 
From sou ale ,we were having fourteen 


udent inary, having admitted eleven more 

e e 1973/74 academic year. Three students 
heir course in December, 1973, and are serving 
ifferent fields. 

We have now eleven students who are just beginning 
.eir four-year programme. Because of shortage of 
nds, we are not planning to have a new class for 
174/75 school year. A new class will be added in 
yotember, 1975. 

However, the Seminary is still faced with problems. 
ie Seminary library is full of outdated books and also 
‘eds physical expansion. We are in dire need of means | 
’ transport to help the students in their field work 
lich is a part of their studies. By means of 
ransport, I mean bicycles. Most of our students are 
irried students who have left their wives at home for 
1e Seminary and many of them do not have any means 
' supporting their families financially. There used 
) be allowances given to students but this practice 
S$ discontinued because of the Seminary's poor 
inancial situation. 

Another project the Seminary is planning to embark 
yon is lay-training programme for our laymen to 
\pplement shortage of Church workers. This project 
is been withheld because of lack of finance. These are 
hme of our needs. r 

May I also use this opportunity to express the 
minary's gratitude for the sum of N911.74 sent by your 
lurch. The amount went a long way to help in the 


hen rendered useless during by the civil war. 
Thank you again and feel free to write for any 


information from me. 
: Yours sincerely, 


JI /aai REV. 0. U. IDIONG. 


Reflections on The Gospel for The Day 


BY MEMBERS OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER, HARLOW 


Trinity IV Luke 6: 36-38 
SHOWING GOD’S LOVE 
When we sin or are in trouble we 
turn to God for forgiveness, com- 
fort and guidance. As Christians, 
we should endeavour to spread 
God's’ merciful goodness to 
others, in the hope of bringing 
them to God’s grace. Instead of 
pointing accusing fingers at 
wrongdoers, we must show them 
the tolerance, compassion and 
love that we ourselves receive 
from God. As sinners, who are 
we to judge the sins of others? 
Christ teaches us the real mean- 
ing of Christian love. Love is an 
unselfish act, not given in ex- 
pectation of reward, but given 
freely as God's love to us. Such 
love given for Christ’s sake to 
others will surely be returned to 


us by God. 
Isaiah 58: 6; Matthew 7: 2,3. 
Trinity V Luke 5: 1-11 


A LESSON IN TRUST 

For me this reading is a lesson 
in trust. Simon does not think 
that he will catch any fish but 
he does as Jesus asks with 
amazing results. Sometimes my 
problems seem to have no 
answers but in this passage the 
Lord seems to be saying that if 
we only trust in Him, even when 
all the facts are against us; we 
will get results beyond our great- 
est expectations. It is easy to 
trust in a result of which we are 
certain but Jesus shows us that 
he is not oblivious to our doubts. 
All that He requires of us is that 
we have faith. 

John 21: 1-17. 


TWO 


Trinity VI Matthew 5: 20-2 
RELIGION LIVING 

Do not talk about your goo 
deeds; don’t make an outwar 
show of your religion by puttin 
on a holy face to the world. 

Not only does killing deserv 
God's judgement, but also th 
angry thoughts which may lea 
to such deeds stand under God’ 
judgement and are in need c 
examination. Condemning other 
or being condescending and ir 
sulting to them shows you apr 
judging and comparing others t 
yourself. 
Pray for a humble heart, forgive 
ness of your own stupid and se 
fish behaviour and God's help i 
the future. Put your own hous 
right before you come to worshi 
God and offer yourself to Him. 
If anybody has a= grievance 
against you, find out whether yo 
can put it right with him and Goe 
James 1: 19-21; Ephesians 4: 26, 27. 


Trinity Vil Mark 8: 1) 
JESUS CARES 

Jesus cares just as He did whe 
He performed the miracle i 
today’s Gospel, one of the mari 
He performed during His mini: 
try on earth. He cares for ow 
earthly needs as well as ou 
spiritual ones. 

Christ tells us to ask for ou 
daily wants; He wishes this | 
order to remind us that ever 
thing we receive is a graciou: 
gift from God. We must neve 
take these gifts for granted. /y 
Jesus cares for us, so should wy 
care for others by sharing thess 
gifts. Christ wants us to becon™ 
aware of those around us. 
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inity VIII Matthew 7: 15-23 

TRUE OR FALSE 
yday many organisations con- 
dnt us each claiming to have 
od’s true revelation. Some are 
rceful or subtle in their argu- 
entation that they cast serious 
yubts upon our own beliefs. Yet 
irist warns us that there will 
ways be false prophets on earth 
10 will claim to be His own. He 
lvises that only their fruits— 
detrines and way of life—will 
ove their validity. He says not 
feryone who professes to be a 
lower of Him will enter into 
's kingdom. We too, must ex- 
nine our life, our beliefs in re- 
tion to Scripture, lest we too 
esent a false image as disciples 
God. 


Sorinthians 12:1-3; 2 Thessalonians 3:5 


Luke 16: 1-9 
USE OF WEALTH 
Nake friends for yourself with 
orldly wealth,’ is what Jesus 
lys in verse 9. How we handle 
is another matter. We must 
‘epare ourselves for the future 
ith what we have at present by 
od’s works and ways. God has 
ven us true wealth, the eternal 
dme, through forgiveness of 
ns. We show our acceptance 
‘this forgiveness by living 
bn others to their benefit. 
ving seen God’s love through 
ur actions, they too may accept 
0d’s_ forgiveness for them- 
tives. They then will be wit- 
esses for us to confirm our ac- 
sptance of God’s forgiveness. 
ymans 14:19 


inity IX 


Luke 19: 41-48 
THE CHALLENGE 
hrist wept when he _ neared 
2rusalem. His fellow country- 


inity X 
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men were heading for destruc- 
tion because they had refused 
Him. They were obviously expec- 
ting their king to be dressed in 
silks and jewels not aman ona 
donkey wearing simple robes 
and sandals. They even insulted 
Him by profiteering in His temple. 
Christ was furious and in right- 
eous anger drove them out. 
Many people came to listen to 
Christ teaching in the temple. 
The Pharisees who plotted with 
others to discredit Him could not 
fault Him and were helpless. 
They could not discredit Him 
because so many listened _ in- 
tently to His every word. 


Luke 18: 9-14 
HUMILITY 
“| thank Thee, O God, that | am 
not like the rest of men—self- 
righteous hypocrites.” Have we 
ever caught ourselves with such 
thoughts? That’s one of the dan- 
gers, isn’t it, trying to be like the 
publican? We may adopt a false 
sense of humility—‘‘l’m humble, 
and proud of it.” 
Being the publican means taking 
stock of our lives in the light of 
God’s holy law. When we have 
looked at ourselves through the 
eyes of God, not the way we’d 
like to see ourselves. We do what 
the publican did. We throw our- 
selves on the mercy of God. Why 
can we? We can because Christ 
gave Himself for us on the cross 


at Calvary. 
Romans 3: 23, 24; Psalm 51. 


Trinity XI 


Contributed by : 
Elizabeth Alston 
Irene Andrews 
Pam Causton 
Paul Gilllard 


Colin Kavanagh 
Hilary Nickless 
Allan Scharlach 
Elaine Scharlach 


THREE 


Here am I; Send me. 


Greetings in the name of our Lord 
Jesus. From me, out here doing my 
special year of training. Out where? 
Out here in Australia. Why? Why go 
all that distance? It is the plan of 
Westfield House that their students, if 
possible, should spend a year over- 
seas after their course at Westfield. 
The aim is to get to know a larger 
Lutheran seminary and a_ larger 
Lutheran church—as well to provide 
the opportunity to create and develop 
fellowship with overseas churches. 
Thus, our ministry will not be nar- 
row-minded, and we students can get 
extra training in greater depth. All 
this adds up to a better equipped 
ministry to serve the Lord and the 
ELCE: 


by Karl Fry, Student 


As I approach Easter this year, the 
weather will be a little different, the 
accent will be a little different, but 
the message and the fellowship will 
be the same as we celebrate the glo- 
rious resurrection of our Lord. 


FOUR 


Actually, being the first ‘Pom’ @ 
Luther Seminary, Adelaide, has bee 
very exciting. It has given me thi 
chance to let the students here kno | 
from first-hand knowledge about th) 
ELCE. The warm welcome that 
received and still receive from bot! 
students and faculty alike makes m 
feel very much at home here. Wher 
about a year ago, | was informe 
about this year in Australia, I didn’ 
really know how things would wor 
out. But now as the year comes t) 
a close, I have to praise the Lord any 
thank the LCA and the ELCE fe} 
the joy and experiences I have hac 
I have experienced such joy in m 
work, both academic and cractidll 
that I am looking forward even mor 
than ever to getting back to Brita® 
and getting to work for the Lord i 
the ELCE. This year has taught mj 
even more that the Lord is trul) 
Lord and that I can throw all m. 
burdens on Him and He will answe) 
them. : 

The year of special training afte 
the years at Westfield is, in my opil 
ion and experience, very valuable fe 
our men who are preparing for th 
ministry. The Lord has given tu } 
Westfield. Will we use it now to thy 
full? Have you considered your scr : 
as a pastor? Have you young fellow ‘ 
of school age considered coming vu 4 
to Westfield to serve the Lord? Tl 
House is there to train our own me} 
to be pastors of the ELCE. Th 
course is there, the faculty is ther 
there are some young men there, bi 
the Lord wants more. Do you he: 
the hymn, “‘Hark, the voice of Jess 
crying, Who will go and work t) 
day?” and the Word from Isaiah 6: 
“Whom shall I send, and who will sx] 
for us?”’ That is the question that t!) 
Lord asks all of us in the ELCE 
consider. 
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As I sit here on a warm summer 
ay I wonder what the weather is 
<e over in merry England. Coming 
om Westfield House to Lutheran 
2minary is coming to a different 
orld. We in Westfield have 7 stu- 
ents, and they have 60; their build- 
igs are massive and modern, our 
uilding is small and old; yet both 
-e there to train young men for the 
ord’s work, to administer the Sacra- 
1ents and to preach the Gospel. 


At the end of October I went to a 
lace 15 miles from Adelaide called 
jizabeth. I was about to start my 
iree months’ vicarage at St. Peters. 
jizabeth is a place where many 
iritish folk have settled. It resembles 
larlow. At St. Peters I received a 
‘emendous amount of experience 
nd a joy that is hard to put into 
rords. | was really looking forward 
) this vicarage. I knew that the 
Vord and work of the Lord was what 
wanted to do but now after the 
icarage, | know even more than be- 
yre that the Word of the Lord is 
ue and His work is indeed satisfying 
nd worthwhile. I preached every 
unday. I had a great time serving the 
ord and the people at St. Peters. I 
orked with Pastor Don Heyne. We 
orked very well together since we 
oth saw that the important work of 
¢ church is mission. I haven’t the 
ace in this article to put down all 
at I did at Elizabeth, yet I can say 
at I felt at home in the parish mini- 
ry, and was pleased that the Lord 
id given me this opportunity. I still 
e the people every Tuesday when, 
their request, I go out to Elizabeth 

carry on Bible study and to train 
other leader for the youth club I 
arted there. 


In February I managed to see a bit 
Australia. I went across to Western 
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Australia and then, on the way back, 
I stopped in at the Yalata Aboriginal 
mission reserve. I had intended to 
see this as I had seen a film about the 
aborigines when I was about 10. I 
had an interesting stay there, and 
hunted wombats and kangaroos with 
the aborigines. One, Mickey Chumbe, 
I shall always remember: the hostil- 
ity which you could see in eyes of 
others had gone out of his; he was a 
Christian. I sat in the dust talking 
with him for about three hours, an 
experience I shall not forget. While 
out at the big camp, I took the ser- 
vice. The church was the biggest tree 
with a cross under it. I was told of 
one aborigine who was speared in the 
legs for killing his wife. I visited 
Victoria, NSW, where I visited an 
old friend, the pastor at West Wya- 
long, Steve Mattner. He had stayed 
with me at Westfield in my first year 
there. At that time I never thought 
I would be coming to Australia. I 
went on to Canberra and then to 
Sydney. Everywhere I found some- 
body who knew somebody else that 
I knew. The Lord looks after His 
servants. 


Now, as I look forward to coming 
back to Britain asd working for the 
Lord and the ELCE, I appreciate 
the experience, the valuable expe- 
rience, I have gained from this year. 
I know I will have joy in the Lord’s 
service. Here I remember the answer 
to God’s question in Isaiah 6, 8, the 
answer the Lord will be waiting to 
hear from more of your ELCE young 
men: “Here am I; send me”. Let us 
pray that the Lord will move and 
inspire more young men to come up 
to Westfield. 


Greetings! 


FIVE 


FROM 
THE TAMAR 


Reporter : 
The Rey. R. Feuerhahn, Cambridge 


RESURRECTION, 

Cambridge: 

Confirmation for two adults at RAF 
Woodbridge on 12th May—Lucille 
Clemens and Madeline Naegele . . . 
Confirmation on following Sunday 
in Cambridge for five youths: Greg 
Bockleman, Peter Leske, Steffan 
Ockey, Tracy Sharples and Edward 
Sills. Following the service, congre- 
gation gather on Jesus Green for 
pot luck picnic, cricket, and punting 
on the Cam .. . Ladies collect, 
mark, sort and sell items of clothing 
for Christian Aid Bazaar. 


HOLY CROSS, 

Sheffield, Yorkshire: 

Tina Oldacre, Vanessa Swallow, and 
Debra Weston confirmed on Palm 
Sunday. Two adults presently in 
instruction class . . . Master Plan 
Committee begins to make master 
plan for congregation . . . Twelve 
people go as “Ambassadors” to 
community in Ambassador Evangel- 
ism Programme. 


LUTHERAN MISSION, 

Fareham, Hants.: : 

Coach Outing to Windsor Castle on 
Spring Bank Holiday enjoyed by 51 
children and adults . . . Slide even- 
ing features Holiday Bible Camp at 
Hothorpe Hall for those children 
attending for first time. All families 
of congregation invited and “Candid 
Camera” shots of different church 
events also shown, e.g. Tree Plant- 
ing, Barbecue, etc. 


SIX 


REDEEMER, 
Harlow, Essex: 
Congregation has Easter Sunrig} 
Service with breakfast following . .} 
Master Plan catches fire here @ 
everyone understands he or she 
part to play ... Mr. F. Udoh, Nigh 
crian Lutheran in Harlow for fiw) 
weeks. Shares some of the joys 2 
sorrows of our sister church there. } 


ST. TIMOTHYS, 

Sunderland, Co. Durham: 
Preparations made for Pastor Far 
ning’s departure to Sunbury-onfy 
Thames. In his letter to the congref, 
gation, he calls for “business 
usual”: “The Services will continu}, 
also Sunday School (with the singf 
song session); also Catechism Cla 
and the “AC” Club, work nights ‘ 
grass cutting, 


ing work of Momeni dove at 
you the people.” | 


CHRIST CHURCH, 
Petts Wood, Kent: 
Synod Planning Committee continuf 
preparation for Synod. Who 
congregation looking forward . 
fellowship with other Lutherans . . 
Ten year anniversary committuf 
plans for commemoration + 
dedication of church building . .f 
Congregation prepares for months 5 
Pastor’s furlough so that life, wi 
ness and worship will contin. 
through the summer .. . Your’ 
Adults enjoy evening of ice skatin}) 
. Congregation hears their fir} 
Pastor, The Rev. J. Sims, prea@ 
prior to his departure for Austral ¥ 
Master Plan Committee mee 
with Dr. Pearce. 


ST. PETERS, 
Plymouth, Devon: 


Congregation joyfully hosts fir}. 
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“ermon service for Westfield Stu- 
‘ent, Mr. Thomas Bruch. Visitors 
"om Cambridge welcomed during 
‘ot Luck dinner after service .. . 
inday School outing to Mount 
/dgcumbe Park on Spring Bank 
" oliday ... Ascension Day observed 
ith Vespers Service . . . Six mem- 
2rs_ received on Whitsunday: C. 
» owden, I. Guthrig, B. Keith, K. 
oden, and N. Wilson. The confir- 
uation service was followed by fel- 
wship breakfast and family service. 


“T. COLUMBA, 

ast Kilbride, Scotland: 

m 19th May, several St. Columba 
iembers participated in 25th anni- 
‘2rsary service of Polish Lutheran 
‘ongregation of Scotland. The ser- 
‘ice was in Polish except for a scrip- 
‘ire lesson, second sermon and 


“.nniversary banquet followed at the 
‘olish Club . . . Confirmation on 
“6th May for Mrs. Helga McLean, 
‘ohn Sloan, and Paul and James 
).akow. Centrepiece at special re- 
‘2ption tea after service was cath- 
“dral-shaped cake with twin towers. 


_SUTHERAN MISSION, 
viverpool: 

wv. Pearce speaks to Ladies Guild 
n “How the Lutherans Got Their 
fharter in 1672” . . - Exterior of 
uilding painted for first time since 
was built . . . Tree felling opera- 
ons in parsonage garden. However 
0 trees still remain. 


T. PAULS, 

orehamwood, Herts: 

‘outh Club meets Friday evenings. 
lan to attend “Jesus Christ Super- 
var’. . . Youth club distributes 
avelopes for Christian Aid while 
dults collect them later in week. 
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ST. ANDREWS, 

Ruislip, Middlesex: 

Bible Study group has 40 people 
meeting in five homes during first 
month . . . Holiday Bible School 
children present Pentecost Pageant 
to parents and later to entire con- 
gregation. Pageant helps all to un- 
derstand gift of Holy Spirit and what 
it meant for lives of early followers 
of Jesus. 


WESTFIELD HOUSE, 
Cambridge: 

Members of staff and students busy 
travelling during month of May. 
Roland Fry, Reginald Quirk, and 
Thomas Bruch all preach first ser- 
mons in congregations of the ELCE 
.. . Cambridge University Lutheran 
Society attend “Jesus Christ Super- 
star” . Dr. Martin Luebke and 
Dr. Mark Steege of Concordia Sem- 
inary, Springfield, Illinois, USA, 
lecture to students during spring 
term. Mrs. M. Steege, librarian of 
Concordia Seminary, assists with re- 
organisation of Westfield library. 


HOLY TRINITY, 

Tottenham, London: 

Roland Fry preaches first sermon on 
Westfield Sunday, 12th May. One 
hundred and fifteen join for worship 
and dinner . . . Serious break-ins in 
Church Hall. Youth Club equipment 
stolen forcing us to close club for 
some time. Hope to re-open it in 
near future . . . Adult Instruction 
Class of 12 underway . . . Intensive 
outreach into community to increase 
Sunday School. Holiday ‘~ Bible 
Schoo] planned for August Sth-9th. 


To 
THE CLYDE 


SEVEN 


N@WS from Oar Church in Nigeria 


THE LUTHERAN CHURCH IN NIGERIA TODAY 
by Friday Udo 
(Mr. Udo, former headmaster of Lutheran schools in Nigeria and hospital admini 


trator at Eket, is presently undertaking further training in hospital management 
the Polytechnic of the South Bank, London.) 


INTRODUCTION 


During my first six months in London, I 
have attended church service once at Holy 
Trinity Church, Tottenham. I have been 
in regular contact with Christ Church, 
Petts Wood. I have also had some inter- 
views with the chairman of the Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran Church of England (ELCE). 
casual meetings with individual members 
of the church and a meeting with the 
Board for Overseas Missions. On each 
of these occasions there was a strong 
desire to have an idea of the activities 
of the Lutheran Church of Nigeria 
(LCN). In addition to explanations on 
issues of particular interest to the ELCE 
I have also been requested by the ELCE 
chairman and the Board for Overseas 
Missions to visit some local congregations 
to tell them about the LCN. This was 
a very good request but my studies leave 
very little time at my disposal to carry 
out this exercise in all the churches. Of 
course I hope to do this in some few 
congregations. However, in order to make 
this information available to every con- 
gregation in England, I agreed to sub- 
mit an article for the official magazine 
of the Church. I hope this will furnish 
members with some of the facts that 
many people have asked concerning the 
LCN. I must emphasise that this article 
covers only facts that are of interest to 
the church here in England. 


DATE OF ESTABLISHMENT 

The LCN was established on April 25, 
1936 by the Rev. J. U. Ekong. After 
38 years active service in the church 
Dr. Ekong has retired from service, but 
the church still benefits from his refined 
pieces of advice on all issues that require 
his wise counsel. 


INSTITUTIONS 
The LCN has 213 congregations. In 
addition to these congregations there 


EIGHT 


are also a number of primary schools 
which I cannot remember the exact nun 
ber; there are approximately 170. The 
are 2 secondary schools, 2 hospitals, 


teacher training college, 1 Christia 
Radio station, 1 seminary, 1 Bi 
Institute, | Bookshop, and 1  printi 


press. The schools and college are ne 
administered directly by the State gover) 
ment while the church maintains pr 
prietorship of these institutions. 

of these hospitals, Immanuel Hospit: 
Eket, is directly administered by @& 
Government but the church remains t 

proprietor. 


THE CHURCH 
The 213 congregations mentioned in OF 
previous paragraph have a total pop 
lation of 46494 members  includi 
those who have not yet been baptis 
There are 14,068 communicant memb 
and 32,426 members who are baptis 
but not confirmed. There are 29 natio 
pastors. Of this number, 15 are full ti 
serving in the different congregatic 
mentioned above. There are 2 part-tilt 
pastors. Six pastors serve in instituti¢ 
of higher learning, one serves the gove: 
ment and also officiates in the la 
church and the seminary. One pastor 
sick and invalid, another a pensioner, 
last one is the President of the ch 
There are 19 evangelists who work 
the pastors in the congregations. Th 
is a staff of 29 expatriates—9 are past@e 
5 doctors, 6 nurses and 2 laymen. 


PASTORS 


As you can see there are very 
pastors to serve the number of congre 
tions in the LCN. Many do not like 
take the ministry as a career becam 
pastors receive very meagre salar 
£15.00/month or £180/annum. Staff ov! 
company with the same grade 
receive between £800-£1,000/annum. — 
encourage the few who continue — 
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ve the church full time, the church 
ss part of the grant given by the 
MS to augment pastors’ salaries. 
‘ey have no means of travel from one 
lgregation to another. A pastor may 
in charge of 8 or 10 congregations 
d he is expected to visit each of them 
least once a week for instruction 
sses and communion. The churches 
y be 5-15 miles away from the pastors’ 
ice of residence. He is bound to visi! 
se places by means of bicycle or 
blic transportation. These conditions 
as deterrents to the smooth running 
our churches. We would welcome 
| and constructive suggestions from 
iristian brethren on how to combat 
‘s situation. One of the plans em- 
tked upon by the church to counter- 


{ the shortages of pastors is the 
ablishment of lay training in the 
minary. 

E SEMINARY 

ie seminary closed down during the 
gerian Civil War. During the war 


any institutions of the church were 
verely damaged and the seminary was 
‘e of these. Schools, colleges, and 
spitals were rehabilitated by voluntary 
ganisations and the government. The 
inary being a private institution was 
% readily restored because the church 
id no funds for repairs to the building; 


nee its closure from 1966-1971. 
arough God’s grace, aids from the 


LCE and LCMS as well as other funds 
om other sources in the church were 
ed for necessary repairs to the semin- 
y. The seminary is directly supported 
/ the church through finances coming 
om levies on the different congrega- 
ons based on Sunday collections and 
me subscriptions from members. Other 
vurces include grants and donations 
om sister churches like the ELCE and 
CMS. When these funds are allocated 
to the different functionary units of 
© church, a very microscopic amount 
mains for the services of the seminary; 
once the set-back in the services of 
lis institution. There are three teachers 
n the staff of the seminary and all of 
iem teach in other institutions of the 
lurch sponsored by the government 
ecause the financial position of the 
minary is too poor. Projects such ‘as 
) establishment of a lay training, (2) 
uilding of staff quarters and (3) exten- 
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sion of the library and provision of 
theological books to keep the library 
up to date, have been planned for this 
institution but there are no funds to 
execute them. 


REV. A. E. IDIONG 

Many questions have been asked about 
Rev. A. E. Idiong, the Nigerian Pastor 
whose further training at the university 
of Ibadan the ELCE supported. I have 
been asked why he is not now in the 
full-time service of the Church. After 
Pastor Idiong graduated, the church 
could not, for financial reasons, readily 
absorb him into its service; hence he had 
to look for a job somewhere outside the 
church, However, he is still very active 
in the church. At the moment he 
is serving as the Chairman of the Board 
of Control of the Seminary. He also 
officiates in church services in Calabar 
where he is working at the moment. A 
picture showing him in active service 
during one of the graduation ceremonies 
has been handed over to the chairman 
of the ELCE during a meeting of the 
ELCE Board for Overseas Missions. 


CONCLUSIONS 


From the few facts given in this article 
one can draw a well calculated conclu- 
sion about the work in the LCN. One 
very important fact revealed by this 
article is the weak financial position of 
the church. One may ask why a church 
of such large numbers of congregations 
and people cannot support itself financi- 
ally. The fact is that the majority of 
members live just at the subsistence 
level and their contributions toward the 
service of the church are so minute that 
if the church were dependent on this 
alone its services would come to a 
standstill. The LCN is very grateful to 
the ELCE for the contributions towards 
the building of the seminary and other 
aspects of work in the church. We pray 
fervently that God should help the 
ELCE to grow and continue to bring 
the Truth to more souls. We hope that 
it will continue to help us both ‘financi- 
ally and morally till we are able to be 
on our own. We therefore appeal to the 
ELCE to make more funds available to 
the development of LCN services in 


some areas of our country where 
congregations have not yet been 
established. 
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Peoples Digest May, 2 1974 


RUISLIP MAN TO PREACH 
INAUGURAL SERMON 


A 20 year old Ruislip man has been 
accepted by the Lutheran Church in 
England as “‘a person approved for public 
preaching of the Word of God from their 
pulpits.” 

Mr Reginald Quirk will preach his 
inaugural sermon at St. Andrew's Church, 
Whitby Road, Ruislip at 11 a.m. this Sun- 
day. His theme will be ‘“Service—Duty 
and Desire.” 

He received early training under Pastor 
Arnold Rakow, now of East Kilbride, Glas- 
gow, and Pastor Frank Eberhard. now at 
Cardiff. He then became a student of 
theology at Westfield House, Cambridge, 
the Lutheran Church’s Seminary in Great 
Britain. 


Pastor of St. Andrew's, the Rev. J.D. 
Fraser, said: “This will obviously be an 
occasion of great rejoicing for the Church 
in England, but especially for Reginald’s 
home congregation of St. Andrew’s in 
Ruislip.” 

Mr Quirk, whose parents live in West 
Mead, Ruislip, married a Ruislip girl, 
Yvonne Coppard, last month. 


Ruislip Northwood Gazette May, 2 1974 


PREACHING DEBUT 


A FORMER member of the Lutheran 
congregation at Ruislip will be making his 
debut in the public preaching of the Word 
of God this Sunday. “ 

He is Reginald Quirk, the 20-year-old 
son of Mr. and Mrs William Quirk, of West 
Mead, South Ruislip. 


Pastor J. D. Fraser told the Gazette that 
Reginald is the son of the congregation 
from its earliest mission days. What was 
then St. Andrew's Congregation in the 
community centre in Angus Drive just 


behind the Quirk’s home. 


Reginald has been a theology student 
in Cambridge. Westfield House being the 
Lutheran Church’s seminary for training 


TEN 


pastors in Britain. In March he marri 
a Ruislip girl, Yvonne Coppard. 


In attendance at Mr. Quirk’s first servi 
on Sunday will be his tutors from Westfie 
House, Dr. John Franzmann and Dr. 
Leske, together with the Revd. Geo 
Pearce the President of the Luther: 
Church in England. He will set Regina’ 
apart for eligibility to preach fro 
Lutheran pulpits here and preach t 
sermon. Service Duty and Desire. bas 
on 1 Peter 2:11-16. 


NOTICES 


1. Church Extension Fund Conference 
at Westfield House, Cambridge, on: 
Saturday and Sunday, 22-23 June, 
beginning at 3 p.m. on Saturday. 


2. Treasurers’ Conference at Westfield) 
House, Cambridge, on Saturday 
and Sunday, 29-30 June, beginning 
at 3 p.m. Saturday. 


3. 20th Annual Synod at Chr 
Church, Petts Wood, on Friday an 
Saturday, 13-14 September, begin~ 
ning at 2 p.m. Friday. 


4. Sunday School Teachers’ Conven= 
tion at St. Pauls, Boreham Wood, 
on Saturday, 19 October. 


6. The Rev. John Sims of Allhallows., 
Sunbury, has accepted the call t 


Trinity, Colonel Light Gardens. 
South Australia. i 
7. The .Rev. W. H. Fanning of St) 


Timothys, Sunderland has acceptecl! 
the call to Allhallows, Sunbury. 


8. The following students of theology: 
at Westfield House, Cambridge, ar 
eligible to preach and conduct ser 
vices, having completed their First 
Sermon rite: Reginald Quirk aii 
S. Andrews, Ruislip, on 5 May» 
Roland Fry at Holy Trinity, Totten~ 
ham, on 12 May; Thomas Bruch ait 
St Peters, Plymouth, on 26 May. 


BRITISH LUTHE 


CONTRACT RENEWED? 


About twenty years ago an interesting article appeared in the newspapers. A 
nerchant in Paris was being sued by a Greek shipowner, because a contract 
jad been signed with ‘disappearing ink’. When the signature was gone, the 
ontract was broken. 


Just twenty years ago this year, the E.L.C.E. began an expansion programme, 
‘sing the master plan. In these past twenty years many people have joined our 
hurches. They do not have to sign written contracts; they make voluntary, clear 
erbal contracts, heard and witnessed by scores of people, and by God as well. 


But all too often those verbal contracts are no better than if they had been 

‘ritten with disappearing ink. A bit of wet weather, a good television programme, 
football match—these and other reasons so easily become excuses which turn 
take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee” into “Take my life and 
et it be! . . . Leave it alone! .. . Don't pester me! .. . Don't ask me to work and 
Five and plan any more than I'm doing already!” 


It's a good thing for you that God's contract is not written with disappearing 
dk. That covenant of forgiveness, signed with the blood of the cross, will stand 
Drever. The Gospel will not disappear. 


Using God's grace and power, renew your contract with Him, Because your 
hurch needs you—needs your presence—to help with the working, witnessing, 
‘lanning and striving that will help to bring about a stronger Church in five, ten, 

ifteen, even twenty years. 


CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 
(For 4 months, 1 February to 31 May 1974) 


Target Set by 
Congregation 


Congregation Loans Donations Total for 1974 
£300 £26 £326 £2800 
59 2 61 450 
426 14 440 2000 
310 3 313 1000 
200 8 208 700 
255 10 265 450 
517 9 526 450 
260 1 261 800 
55 _— 55 300 
496 2 498 800 
259 — 259 400 
31 2 33 700 
270 _ 270 Ge 600 
494 10 504 800 
91 _ 91 
— 1 1 
_OLISH-LUTHERANS 116 _ 116 
HERS 665 : 473 1,138 
Grand Total £4,804 £561 £5,365 
May/June, 1974 ELEVEN 
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THE COVER 


A facsimile of a 
letter from the Rev. 
O. U. Idiong, 
Principal of the 
Lutheran Seminary, 
Nigeria, to 

Mr. Stan Gillard, 
Secretary of the 
ELCE Board for 
Overseas Missions. 


We have a hand in this, to 


The Rev. O. U. Idiong (left), principal of the Lutheran Sen 
Obot Idim, South-eastern State, Nigeria, hands over the 
logical diploma to O. Usorituen (right) at the grae 
ceremony on 8 December 1973. 


Our Overseas Mission gifts helped! 
church in Nigeria to rebuild the Luthy 
Seminary after severe damage durin€ 
Nigerian civil war. They ‘‘went a long 
to help in the renovation of the dornr 
ies and classrooms which had I. 
rendered useless during the civil w 
writes Principal O. U. Idiong. (Reae 
whole letter on the front cover of 
magazine.) 


Our Overseas Mission gifts are new 
even more to help keep the Semil 
open. (Read Friday Udo’s article in 
issue. ) 


BOARD FOR OVERSEAS MISSI 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Eng 
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